he only survived four months; and, at his death,
Wolsey was invited to fill the post. This did not
mean that he was the centre of the scene; but he
was near the throne once more, under the eye of
the new King. It does not demand much imagi-
nation to foresee that Wolsey's rather irresponsible
gaiety, his ability to win the admiration and
affection of those who were placed over him, and
a certain rough wit that adorned his tongue,
would soon win exceptional favour from a
monarch who did nothing by halves; but Henry
was in too genial a mood to see in him a states-
man and politician of great possibilities, That
might follow when a match was struck somewhere,
and never was there such an hour in which the
whole of Europe lay like tinder waiting for the
flame.